
Substance
Use among
Youths Who
Had Run
Away from
Home

Previous research has shown that alcohol
and illicit drug use is higher among
youths who have run away from home

than among those who do not run away from
home.1,2 The 2002 National Survey on Drug
Use and Health (NSDUH) asks youths aged 12
to 17 to report whether they had run away from
home and slept on the street in the past 12
months.3 NSDUH also gathers information
from youths on their use of alcohol or any illicit
drug during the year prior to the interview.
"Any illicit drug other than marijuana" refers to
cocaine (including crack), inhalants,
hallucinogens, heroin, or prescription-type drugs
used nonmedically. Responses were analyzed by
age and gender.
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Prevalence of Running
Away among Youths

In 2002, approximately 1.6 million
youths (7 percent) aged 12 to 17 had
run away from home and slept on
the street in the past 12 months. Ap-
proximately 5 percent of youths
aged 12 or 13, 6 percent of youths
aged 14 or 15, and 10 percent of
youths aged 16 or 17 had run away
from home in the past 12 months.
Youths aged 12 to 17 who had run
away from home in the past 12
months were more likely to be male
(55 percent) than female, and nearly
half (46 percent) were aged 16 or 17
(Table 1).

Prevalence of Alcohol Use
among Youths Who Had
Run Away from Home

The rate of past year alcohol use
was higher among youths who had

run away from home in the past 12
months (50 percent) than among
youths who had not run away (33
percent) (Figure 1). This difference
was evident across age groups and
for both males and females. The
rate of alcohol use among youths
aged 14 or 15 who had run away
from home was 47 percent com-
pared to 34 percent among youths in
the same age group who had not
run away (Figure 2). Alcohol use
was higher among female youths
who had run away (55 percent) than
males youths who had run away
(46 percent).

Prevalence of Illicit Drug
Use among Youths Who
Had Run Away from Home
The rates of past year marijuana use
and past year use of an illicit drug
other than marijuana were higher
among youths who had run away

from home in the past 12 months
than among youths who had not run
away in the past 12 months
(Figure 1). For example, in the past
year about 23 percent of youths
aged 12 to 17 who had run away
had used an illicit drug other than
marijuana compared with 12 per-
cent of youths who had not run
away.

Among both male and female
youths, and across age groups, the
rate of illicit drug use was higher for
those who had run away in the past
12 months compared to youths who
had not run away. For example,
youths aged 16 or 17 who had run
away were more likely to have used
marijuana in the past year (40 per-
cent) than youths aged 16 or 17 who
had not run way in the past year (27
percent) (Table 2). Females who had
run away in the past 12 months re-
ported a higher rate (31 percent) of
marijuana use than females who had
not run away (14 percent).
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3. The question on running away from home was
administered to a random 50 percent sample of
11,766 youths as part of a methodological
experiment embedded in the 2002 NSDUH. The
analytic weights for this sample were ratio
adjusted back to the total 12-17 population of
24,753,586. Any records with missing data for
the runaway question were removed from the
analysis. This resulted in a net sample size of
11,751 (i.e., a loss of 15 records). A total of 787
youths in the sample reported that they had run
away from home in the past 12 months.

Figure Notes
Source: SAMHSA, 2002 NSDUH.

* Any illicit drug other than marijuana includes
cocaine (including crack), heroin, hallucinogens,
inhalants, or any prescription-type drug used
nonmedically.


