TWO DECADES 'S LONG ENQUGH
5081 LA PAZ

"I can remenmber back in 1971, when | was in patrol, we would take rocks,
bottles, and gunfire fromthat address. W& tried everything to shut that
place down. | can't believe it is still a problem"

These words were spoken recently by a SDPD detective at a neeting that
focused on a nuisance on the 5000 block of La Paz Street in Southeast San
Diego. This nuisance has resulted in numerous police confrontations with
the inhabitants of this address and their acquaintances. Records indicate
that the residents of 5081 La Paz and their associates have engaged in
illegal activities for over tw decades. Police officers have used
traditional responses such as selective enforcenent, and executing search
warrants in an unsuccessful attenpt to halt the crimnal activity on this
street.

In January of 1988, the arrest of the suspected nurderer of San Diego
Police Officer Cerry Hartless was made at 5081 La Paz. This event resulted
in a comtment from Southeast patrol officers to devise a strategy to
finally close down the crimnal activity at this address. The officers
were Darby Darrow, David Wlliams, and Steven Kingkade. The three officers
had worked in the southeast area of the city for a few years and had
personal |y witnessed the destruction of life and other crimnal activity
that emanated fromthis address. Using their past experiences wth the
occupants of 5081 La Paz and their discussions with other police officers,
the three officers identified the problemas illegal narcotic activities of
the occupants of 5081 and their associates.

Oficers Darrow, Wllianms, and Kingkade began collecting infornation
relating to the address and its inhabitants. (n their personal time, the
officers went to the home and spoke with the elderly owner, a 71 year old
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woman who owned the home wusing her nonthly social security checks to
support herself. The officers discovered that the only persons [living in
the house with the owner were her son, two grandsons, and one daughter.
The officers knew from reviewing past arrest records and their own
interactions with the residents, that dozens of people frequented the house
at all hours of the day and night. The owner told the officers that she
was W lling to assist the police , but she would not evict her relatives
and she woul d not move out of the house. She allowed Darrow, WIliams, and
Kingkade to take photographs of the interior and exterior of the house
whi ch revealed the poor condition of the residence.

The officers found difficulty in believing the ower's statenents that she
was oblivious to the drug dealing and use that occurred inside and outside
of her hone. They phoned the owner's private physician to ensure that she
was not mentally and physically inconpetent. Athough reluctant to reveal
any patient information, the physician assured the officers that the owner
was mental |y conpetent during her last visit with him

Oficers Darrowand WIlians spoke with the owier's granddaughter who told
the officers that she had previously attenpted to nove her grandnother out
and board the residence, but was unsuccessful in convincing her grandnot her
to move. Wen the officers explained their intent to elimnate the illegal
activity at this home wusing drug abatement or asset forfeiture to
confiscate the property, the granddaughter promised to try again to move
her grandmother from the residence. As the officers gathered nore
information, arrests and drug seizures continued to mount at 5081,  Also
during this time, the owner's son was arrested for parole violation and
sent back to state prison. '

Al arrests and field interview records were collected by the officers who
divided duties of data collection among themselves. To correctly calculate
the nunber of radio calls at the property, the officers decided that they
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needed i'nformation that the Communications Division had access to, but did
not mke available to area conmands. Wth the assistance of their
commanding officer, they submtted a formal request to Conmunications
askirng that Division to fornulate a case every time an officer contacted
someone on the 5000 block of La Paz Street. The new information from
Communi cations permtted one officer to locate all radio calls and crimna
histories associated with the property.

Darrow and Wllianms returned to the neighborhood to learn more fromthe
area residents about the problems at 5081 La Paz. They conducted a brief
survey of the neighbors which revealed that the area residents were wlling
to assist the officers in ridding their nefghborhood of the ongoing
problems at 5081, but feared retaliation fromthe occupants of the house
The officers spoke with the Narcotics Street Teamto identify the nunbers
of search warrants executed at 5081 and were told that they would need a
court order to obtain this information. To address the question of whether
the elderly resident was a victimor a willing participant in a famly drug
busi ness, the officers sought the assistance of a senior citizen group that
focused on protecting the welfare and rights of the elderly.

Wile illegal activity continued at 5081 La Paz, the officers were
successful in placing this property on the joint San Diego Abatement Task
Force target list. The task force is conprised of representatives of the
City Attorney's Office - Gvil Division, The Fire Marshall, Building Code
Inspectors, the Narcotics Street Team the Gty Mnager's Office, and
patrol. An inspection by representatives of the housing, fire, and zoning
of fices has been scheduled. The officers also went to the County Narcotics
Task Force for assistance on seizing the hone through the federal or state
asset forfeiture prograns.

The officers continue to apply selective enforcement at this address to
assure neighbors that the Police Department is available to provide for
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nei ghborhood safety while the other assisti'ng agencies conplete their work.
In utilizing resources frommany arenas, Cfficers Darrow, WIIlianms, and

Kingkade plan to reach their goal of providing a long termsolution to a
twenty year old community problem



