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TACKLING CITY CENTRE ASSAULTS IN FOYLE DCU

Force: Police Service of Northern Ireland
Contact: Foyle DCU Police Analyst's - Julie McNerlin / Samantha Allen

Telephone: 023 71 379710

Londonderry is the largest City in the North West of Northern Ireland. Organised
attacks on police officers coupled with a high terrorist threat make day-to-day
policing problematic and complex. The City Centre in Londonderry has suffered
from high and rising levels of 'Offences Against the Person' in recent years.

In the year 2001/2002, Assault was the highest volume crime in Foyle DCU, with
42% occurring in the City Centre The problem of City Centre assaults was highly
publicised in the media increasing peoples perceptions that it was no longer safe
to socialise in the City. An Assault Reduction Strategy was set up to tackle the
assault problem in the City during September 2002,

Analysis was carried out fo outline the precise problem lo be tackled and identify
likely causes and a range of passible solutions, making recommendations on
mechanisms that could be used lo achieve the objectives set out. Information was
used from a wide variety of sources. A number of underlying causes for City
Centre Assaults were identified, including assaults being largely concentrated
around pubs and clubs at closing time, problems with crowd dispersal and lack of
transport provision, high proportion of assaults resulting in serious injury and
evidence of gang related assaults.

The recommendations formulated to deal with the problems identified were both
evidence and research based. Triese recommendations formed the basis of the
strategy. They included a number of problem solving initiatives that were
implemented in conjunction with multi-agency partnerships, combined with
targeted police operations involving high visibility policing. Due to political
sensitivities, the pofice could not front the assaults strategy, but another agency,
the City Centre Initiative, agreed to front the project, thus broadening ownership of
the problem and responses.

As a result, City Centre assaults have fallen by 43% in a 6-month period
(compared to same period in the previous year) - equivalent to approximately 183
fewer assaults in the six-momh period. Various meetings with partners take place
at regular intervals, providing updates on progression, successes and actions
requiring review in order to meet agreed objectives.

The results of this project have far surpassed police and partner expectations, and
highlighted the value of POP projects in crime reduction. The principles have
been adopted as Best Practice within Foyle DCU, and are regularly used in a
variety of other problems, firmly backed by management-
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