FIFE CONSTABULARY

STUDENT PRANKS - NO THANKS!

timescales when these crimes were committed revealed that these thefts
were more likely to happen in the evening. This was likely to be increase at
the weekend, being a Friday, Saturday or Sunday night.
The items that were being stolen were not being taken as a result of lack of
security. Often items that were taken were properly secured and not just left
lying on display as an open invitation to any thief. Secure items or items out
with normal reach were often seen a challenge.
Students were ignorant to the fact that these pranks were actually thefts.
There was some difficulty in getting this message across that these pranks
are actual crimes.
From research conducted, it was decided that the issue of these thefts
required to be dealt with. It could clearly be seen that this problem was
occurring time and time again. It was decided that the best way to tackle this
was using Problem Orientated Policing. This would allow the victims,
locations and the offenders. Using the PAT triangle and SARA model would
allow the problem to be considered in detail and to consider the various
responses and eventually to assess the success of the project.
The problem was not only how to target these thefts, but how to get the
message across that is was actually theft. Also, how can the problem be
tackled in such a way that the Police will be showing that theft would not be
condoned, but at the same time, ensuring the safe return of the property that
the students had acquired throughout the year.
The Victim - the victims in these cases would appear to be Fife Council,
Roads Departments, Local Residents and Businesses. Again, the
aforementioned were not specific targets and the thefts were random and
opportunist.
The Offender- the offenders in most of these cases would appear to be the
students.
The location- due to the fact the thefts were random and often sporadic,
there were no specific locations. The accommodation resided in by the
students is fairly widespread. An obvious contributory factor in these cases
was the lack of security, i.e., CCTV in the town. Some areas were also poorly
lit so the opportunity existed to take these items without being seen.

RESPONSE
On 5th May, 2002, a decision was reached after consultation with Supervisory
Officers, the University and Fife Council on how to tackle this problem. It was
agreed to hold a Property Amnesty. It was advertised throughout the
University and was supported by the University, local businesses and public.
Although Fife Constabulary were not in any way condoning the theft of any
item, it was decided that this was the best course of action to recover the
property and return same to their rightful owners. Students were afforded the
opportunity to return the items from where they were initially taken or drop the
items off at the designated points throughout the town. This generated a vast
media interest appearing in all the local newspapers and a feature was shown
on a regional television channel, Grampian Television was also aired on BBC
Radio Scotland
The amnesty was held between 20th May - 10th June, 2002. This is the time
when students were vacating their Halls of Residence and other
accommodation. The normal practice in previous years was for each of the
Halls to hire builders skips for the students to dispose of items they had
acquired throughout the year and other belongings the wished disposed of.
Ultimately, all property would end up at the local clump. This proved to be
more popular than first anticipated. A Police Unit was devoted to the task for
the entire period of uplifting the property, lodging of same and the return of the
items to the owners.
It proved to be a huge success and was well received by all. It received
support from the Merchants Association, a group of local businesses and local
councillors.

again was returned. The response shown from the public was overwhelming
with many requesting that this amnesty be carried out every year.
The amnesty was advertised as a "once only event" but due to the huge
success of last year's initiative, it will be repeated again.
Since the success of last years Amnesty, St.Andrews has had CCTV installed
in the town. This in itself should cut down on the number of thefts within the
town centre area and other areas that are monitored by CCTV cameras.
The University Police Officer has liaised with all Halls of Residences and the
Students Association, explaining the problems the Police have encountered
and pointed out the consequences for carrying out what appears to most
students as "just a student prank".
Due to the high number of students at the University, it has proven difficult to
get messages across. However, after consultation with the University the
following practices have been adopted when the Police have required to relay
important messages •
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A system whereby link up e-mails can be sent to all students
Information on the University website
Messages on newly installed information screens in Halls of
Residence and the Students Union.
Regular Police features within Student's newspapers
The installation of Police Noticeboards in all Halls of Residence
A liaison group of Landlords and letting Agents of all private
student lets in the town recently formed.
University Crimeline - an anonymous way for students to report
crimes using a freephone number.
Police Crime Bulletins for students - a way of letting students know
crimes which have been happening locally and the appeal for
witnesses.
ASSESSMENT

Although this problem has not by any way been completely resolved, figures
show that there has been a vast reduction of crimes of dishonesty. Figures
prepared by the Force Crime Analyst shows that from the period of
September 2001 - June 2002 / September 2002 - May 2003 the number of
thefts per monthly average in this area relating to 'student pranks' has
reduced by 17%.

Although a full survey has not been carried out, early indications are that the
Community feel that the project has been a success. A full survey will be
carried out amongst local residents and businesses in due course.
This reduction in these figures has by no doubt reduced the demand for police
resources. There has been a reduction of letters of complaints to the
University and the Police Station relating to student pranks.
The tradition of "Raisin Weekend" will continue, with students "acquiring"
items of property from around the town but has been revised. The event on
the Monday, which involves the handing over of the "gifts" to academic
parents is closely monitored by the Police. Students are made aware in
advance that any person found in possession of property which has been
reported stolen or is suspected stolen will be dealt with accordingly and they
person could subsequently be charged with theft. This is a message not only
passed on by the Police but by the Principal of the University.
Raisin Monday in November, 2002 passed without any incidents of note.
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