Anaheim Police Department’s
Truancy... Ditching a Life of Crime
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Being a leader in gang suppression and enforcement efforts in OC
Chief Welter started this unique and cutting edge gang prevention program called GRIP which stands for gang prevention and intervention partnership
And partnership is all this really is.
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Hi my name is Zitlalic Romero and I am the current GRIP Project Coordinator. I have been with GRIP since it started in the Fall of 2007.
I am here to talk to you about the Scanning and Analysis process of this program.

Anaheim has nine separate school districts
6 of them are elementary school districts  with 46 elementary schools.
Anaheim serves over 80,000 students who are in elementary school. 

The collaborative found that these elementary schools were increasingly experiences truancy, discipline and suspension issues and that these issues were consequently causing schools to suffer a loss in ADA monies. Money that is used to fund schools, teachers, and programs.

We also found that there was an increase in crime on campus. Crime that was very much related to gangs including graffiti, possession of weapons, and jump ins. 
Teachers began to express to us that they were afraid to be on campus, especially after school hours



Binar L, Walkar BlamansEny


Presenter
Presentation Notes
As a result of the preliminary information the GRIP collaborative found, we decided to put forth our resources into Walter Elementary School.
One of the primary reasons for choosing this school was that crime rates were ramped in the community that surrounded the campus.

Along with the fact that crime rates were high around the area, the school was also one of the most underachieving in Anaheim.

Most parents of the students who attend Walter were working multiple jobs and did not know how to speak English. This led to little parent participation.

Most students had English as their second language 

And finally, Walter had the lowest attendance in their district
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Before the implementation of this program, the collaborative collected both quantitative and qualitative data by gathering information from 
Attendance and discipline records and by conducting surveys. 

The information that was gathered was then take to the chiefs advisory boards focus group.

The focus group found that these students were being exposed to various risk factors.

These risk factors, that I will go over, were showing up in every aspect of these students’ life's. 

Even in places where they were supposed to feel safe such as their own homes and school. 
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Most of these students, who I remind you are younger than 11 years old 
Were already commiting crimes and were beginning to develop a criminal mentality.

They were having identity crisis and developing low self-esteems. 

Some were showing anti-social behaviors. �
Those who were showing leadership skills, were using the skill in a negative manner. 
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Not having self identity leaves the students vulnerable and are more likely to be influenced by their peers. 
If they became friendly with positive peers who were involved in school, after school activities, or sports then our problems would be less severe. �However, that is not what happens. 

Unfortunately, they are attracted to negative peers. 
They begin to feel the pressure to be bad. 

In their world being involved in school, and after school activities, or sports is bad. Being a so called nerd is cause for being bullied and made fun of. 

Being unmotivated, committing crimes, and being a wannabe gangster is the cool thing to do. It is how they feel like they can belong. It is what is normal to them.
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It is said that one of the places were a child is supposed to feel safest is school. 

However, unfortunately for these kids, school is anything but a safe haven.

School is a place to be bullied. 

What is even worse is that sometimes these kids are negatively labeled by their own teachers as the trouble makers or wannabes. In return, the students become unmotivated. They forget about their goals and reasons they had for success or to show up to school everyday. 

They become frustrated. 
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I remember when I was a little girl we would have dinner every day after my dad came home from work. My dad would come home by 5 PM we would all sit at the dinner table, eat, and talk. After dinner, my dad would sit with me and help me with my homework and made sure that I completed everything.

These kids don’t have this luxury because their parents are working multiple jobs at a time to make ends meet or they have parents who are abusing drugs and or alcohol

How are they supposed to feel safe at home when their parents, who are supposed to be their protectors, are not around or are negligent. 

There are no family dynamics, no support, and these kids are left on their own and are forced to be adults a the age of 10.
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Lastly, these kids are also exposed to risk factors in the community. 

The community they live in is infested with gangs and gang crime. 

These kids become witnesses to crime, drugs usage, drive by’s, and murders.


They are being shot at and are seeing people die at their doorsteps.

They are being forced to be accomplices to crimes by being bullied into hiding drugs or weapons or by being told to lie to the police. 

These kids cannot even turn to their community for help because that same community is the one that is helping them develop their criminal mentality and is showing them that the gang lifestyle is what is normal.

It is a sad situation these innocent kids are being exposed to. 

Teachers are scared to be a support system because of the gang problems. They do not want to be victimized themselves

Parents are too busy working or abusing drugs

And their community is promoting criminal activity

It is no wonder these children are now turning into criminals and are being jumped in to gangs as young as 8 years old. 
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We are starting GRIP in new cities all of the time.
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