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Police clean up canal bridge blighted
by dealers

Apr 10,2014 16:18
By Jack Griffith

Officers collect 50 bags of rubbish as part of operation
to rid secluded Grand Union Canal towpath stretch of
"undesirables", and make it safer for cyclists and
walkers
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PCSO Charlotte Yates of Hillingdon Safer Transport Team holding an
hypodermic needle found under the North Hyde Gardens bridge over the
Grand Union Canal
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Grand clearing
up session in
trouble spot

illingdon’
Transport Team (STT) says
n is iving  out

g anti-
social bchmour and mnkmg
the area once again. Two

people have been arvested in
coanection  with  drugs
offesces.

The Grand Union_Canal
towpath dose to North H)de
Gardens, in Hayes, has been

a well-known mbb spot
[axsomcumz

Oﬂ;l]mn have  been

trolling in recent weeks
ap:d ;.uf they discovered a

stash of weapons bidder in

the undergrowth — a Kitchen
knife and a makeshift spiked
truncheon made from a roll
of vun\ screws
suicking out of it
Officars also filled about 50
rubbish bags on Wednesday
morning last
PC Kris wmlth of lbc
STT.  co-ondmated

pcmbo

“The problems bere were
brought 10 our attention by
Tocal and residents
who walk there,” e said,
“Officers have been on

2

‘open, but we have spoken 10
landowners, who agree it

is a problem and they will be
ing this gate Jocked at

iy
E},'l‘tus will be an ongoing

(Iup)Mmmr
sforage are
MDW‘MI
general
dumy pmo

and comununity to g
feel oomlgnable using this

e b 1

it lurner
;wﬂ i all part of our
work to make Hayes a sul'n'

place for cyclists 10 ride in.”
The canal cltan-u was @

mnm Cuur.aj and the Amrvyl‘mdear patiway
Photos by Tuoy Ven de Vege  RL201401 56

Canal and River Trust.

BABEING UP: PC Kris Scigalski and PCSO
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Ganal clean-up

a safety boost

People pralsed for Grand Union efforts

EVERYONE Involved in a
scheme to make a corner
of Hayes safer, tidier and
more accessible has
been praised and
thanked.

For years, the stretch of
the Grand Union Canal

close to Station Road,
through North Hyde

Gardens, was a hang out
for drug users and street
drinkers, and became filthy

and litter-strewn  with
hypodermic needles
scattered around.

Graffiti  also covered

many structures in the area.
Community organisations,
the police and local people
pitched in.

Now the area is cleaned
up, a majority of local
people polled say they feel
safer there, according to
recent opinion surveys.

B HANDS-ON: PC Kris
Scigalski and PCSO Antony
Cox clear a path

Photo by Toby Vandevelde
www buyaphototms.co,uk
NL20149184

The body that runs the
nation’s waterways, the
Canal and River Trust,
has praised all involved

and the scheme won a
silver award for the
Hillingdon Safer
Transport Team at the
annual Problem Oriented
Partnership Awards,
handed out by the Met
Police in November.

Dick Vincent, a Canal
and River Trust towpath
ranger, said: “We’re
delighted the work to
improve North Hyde
Gardens has been so
successful. I'd like to
thank the police and all
those who have worked
so hard to improve it.

“Local people using
the area have noted that
the work done there has
had a real impact. It’s a
great example of what
can happen when
organisations work
together to problem
solve.

“The towpath is now
clean, safe and well
looked after.”
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Survey of 100 Canal Users (February 2014-April 2014)

Pre Intervention Yes NO
Do you feel confident/safe about using the canal tow path? 10 90
AM PM

What times do you feel

unsafe? 10 90
Are you worried about graffiti? 85 15
Are you worried about drug taking? 73 27
Are you worried about being robbed? 93 7
Are worried about street drinkers? 70 30
Are you worried about litter 75 25
Do you regularly see police on the towpath? 10 90
Are you confident about police actions on the tow path? 15 85
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Survey results (June 2014-September 2014)

Post Intervention Yes NO
Do you confident/ safe do you feel about using the canal tow
path? 75 25
AM PM
What times do you feel
unsafe? 10 90
Are you worried about graffiti? 15 85
Are you worried about drug taking? 40 60
Are you worried about being robbed? 55 45
Are worried about street drinkers? 20 80
Are you worried about litter 10 90
Do you regularly see police on the towpath? 35 65
Are you confident about police actions on the tow path? 70 30
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FIG 13

Do you feel confident/safe when using the canal tow path?
Pre-Intervention

OYes

@No

Do you feel confident/safe when using the canal tow path?
Post-Intervention

OYes

@No

Pre-Intervention Post-Intervention
Yes No Yes No
Do you feel 10 90 75 25

confident/safe when
using the canal tow
path?
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OVYes - Pre-Intervention

B Yes - Post-Intervention

ONo - Pre-Intervention

B No - Post-Intervention

KEY
Q.1 Are you worried about graffiti?

Q.2 Are you worried about drug taking?
Q.3 Are you worried about being robbed?
Q.4 Are you worried about street drinkers?
Q.5 Are you worried about litter?

Pre-Intervention

Post-Intervention

Yes No Yes No
Q.1  Are you worried about graffiti? 85 15 15 85
Q.2  Are you worried about drug taking? 73 27 40 60
Q.3  Are you worried about being robbed? 93 7 55 45
Q.4  Are worried about street drinkers? 70 30 20 80
Q.5 Are you worried about litter 75 25 10 90



Do you regularly see police on the towpath?
Pre-Intervention

OYes

@No

Do you regularly see police on the towpath?
Pre-Intervention

OYes

@No

Pre-Intervention Post-Intervention
Yes No Yes No
Do you regularly see 10 90 35 65

police on the towpath?

Are you confident about police actions on the tow path?
Pre-Intervention

OYes

@No




Are you confident about police actions on the tow path?
Post-Intervention

OYes

@No

Pre-Intervention Post-Intervention
Yes No Yes No
Are you confident 15 85 70 30

about police actions
on the tow path?



